CHAPTEK   VII.

DUELING.

LENA Helm was an easy, good-natured, clever fel-
low ; but his brother Frank was his opposite in
nearly every thing; proud, fractious and unyielding.
As might be expected, Frank, soon after entering the
army, got into an "affair of honor," according to the
duelist's code of laws. He was not, however, the
principal in the difficulty. One of his friends and a
brother officer, had a quarrel with a gentleman whom
he challenged to mortal combat. Frank was the
bearer of his friend's challenge, and on presenting it,
the gentleman refused to accept it, saying that the
challenger " was no gentleman." Then, according to
the rules of dueling, no alternative was left for Frank,
but to take his brother officer's place, and fight. This
he did and came from the bloody field disabled for life.
In consequence of his lameness, he was under the ne-
cessity of resigning his commission in the army, whichles around, and was a source of
